Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 291 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.048; wR factor = 0.101; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.2.
Related literature
For background information on bipyridyl-type Schiff base ligands, see: Cho et al. (2006) ; Haga et al. (1985) ; Mahmoudi et al. (2007) ; Wang et al. (2008) . Haga et al. (1985) describe the synthesis of the title compound.
Experimental
Crystal data C 20 H 18 N 4 M r = 314.38 Monoclinic, P2 1 =c a = 6.0990 (11) Å b = 14.589 (3) Å c = 9.9481 (18) Å = 107.851 (3) V = 842.5 (3) Å 3 Z = 2 Mo K radiation = 0.08 mm À1 T = 291 (2) K 0.24 Â 0.22 Â 0.20 mm
Data collection
Bruker SMART APEX CCD diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Bruker, 2000) T min = 0.98, T max = 0.98 6535 measured reflections 1661 independent reflections 1085 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.045 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.048 wR(F 2 ) = 0.101 S = 1.01 1661 reflections 109 parameters H-atom parameters constrained Á max = 0.13 e Å À3 Á min = À0.12 e Å À3 Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 2000) ; cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2000) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Bipyridyl-type bidentate Schiff base ligands have been utilized intensively to assemble various coordination polymers with interesting topologies and fascinating structural diversities (Cho et al., 2006; Mahmoudi et al., 2007; Wang et al., 2008) .
We report here the crystal structure of the title compound.
A perspective view of the title compound, including the atomic numbering scheme, is shown in Fig. 1 . The title compound crystallizes around a crystallographic center with half a molecule in the asymmetric unit. The bond lengths and angles are within normal ranges. The terminal pyridyl groups are coplanar, and they form a dihedral angle of 71.85 (8)° with the central benzene ring. The molecular structure is stabilized by an intramolecular C9-H9···N2 bond (Table 1) , but no classical intermolecular interactions have been found in the crystal packing of the title compound.
Experimental
The title compound was synthesized and purified according to the method described by by Haga et al. (1985) , by the condensation reaction of pyridine-3-carboxaldehyde and 1,4-benzenedimethanamine (yield 83%). Refinement H atoms were assigned to calculated positions, with C-H = 0.97 (methylene) and 0.93Å (aromatic), and refined using a riding model, with U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C). Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound (thermal ellipsoids are shown at 30% probability levels).
Figures

1,4-Bis(3-pyridylmethyleneaminomethyl)benzene
Crystal data Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. (7) 0.0029 (6) C7 0.0467 (9) 0.0508 (8) 0.0462 (9) 0.0005 (7) 0.0161 (7) −0.0041 (7) C8 0.0379 (8) 0.0423 (7) 0.0333 (9) 0.0013 (6) 0.0055 (6) −0.0063 (6) C9 0.0464 (9) 0.0423 (7) 0.0414 (9) 0.0065 (7) 0.0149 (7) −0.0081 (7) C10 0.0477 (9) 0.0346 (7) 0.0442 (9) 0.0017 (6) 0.0129 (7) −0.0025 (6) N1 0.0609 (10) 0.0550 (9) 0.0887 (13) 0.0041 (8) 
Geometric parameters (Å, °)
C1-C5 1.384 (2) C6-H6 0.9300 C1-C2 1.395 (2) C7-N2 1.458 (2) C1-C6 1.471 (2) C7-C8 1.514 (2) C2-C3 1.376 (2) C7-H7A 0.9700 C2-H2 0.9300 C7-H7B 0.9700
